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I was born in Waukegan, Illinois and my family moved around quite a bit while I was young. Eventually we landed in Gales Ferry, Connecticut. I attended high school at Ledyard HS and in 1995 I graduated and went to college. I attended the University of Connecticut from 1995-99 and studied Philosophy and German. I was fortunate to meet and marry my wife, Danielle, there and we spent the 1997-98 school year at a German university in the city of Freiburg im Breisgau, which is in the Black Forest region. I received my BA in 2000.
My wife and I decided to move ‘home to Maine’ soon after I completed my degree. She grew up here in this area, attending Mt. Ararat HS in Topsham. I worked for EnvisioNet answering technical support phone calls until I decided on a career change.

In the spring of 2002 I began volunteering in the science department of Morse HS in Bath. At that time I lived a short walk away from the school and since I felt sure that I wanted to become a science teacher I contacted the principal and made arrangements to sit in on some classes. That fall I was hired to be a special education teacher at Morse and I enrolled in my first chemistry course at the University of Southern Maine. When my position was cut from the budget the following spring I attended school closer to full time while working on and off for LL Bean. During my time at USM I had the opportunity to work as a student researcher at Johnson Space Center in Houston. While at NASA I worked on a project with a scientist who studies moon rocks and meteorites. In December of 2005 I earned my BS in chemistry and started looking for work as a high school chemistry teacher. This is my second year teaching science full time at Scarborough HS.
My wife and I welcomed our baby boy, Max Linus, on October 19, 2007. Having a baby is probably the most amazing experience I have ever had. I like to hike and camp and I like to ride my bike. I enjoy reading, especially books by Philip K. Dick, Ursula K. LeGuin, Robert Heinlein, Isaac Asimov, Kurt Vonnegut, and Douglas Adams. I also enjoy reading about science and biographies of famous scientists. Currently I am reading a book called Wonderful Life by Stephen Jay Gould about a radical change in understanding about the history of life. One of my favorite characters in the history of science is Richard Feynman, who was a famous physicist in the 20th century. I also love to sing: I sing with a local choir called the Oratorio Chorale and I sing while I do the dishes.
I love learning and I love science. I’m looking forward to having a great semester!

