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I was born in Waukegan, Illinois and my family moved around quite a bit while I was young. Eventually we landed in Gales Ferry, Connecticut. I attended high school at Ledyard HS and in 1995 I graduated and went to college. I attended the University of Connecticut from 1995-99 and studied Philosophy and German. I was fortunate to meet and marry my wife, Danielle, there and we spent the 1997-98 school year at a German university in the city of Freiburg im Breisgau, which is in the Black Forest region. I received my BA in 2000.
My wife and I decided to move ‘home to Maine’ soon after I completed my degree. (She grew up here in this area, attending Mt. Ararat HS in Topsham.) I worked for EnvisioNet answering technical support phone calls until I decided on a career change.

In the spring of 2002 I began volunteering in the science department of Morse HS in Bath. At that time I lived a short walk away from the school and since I felt sure that I wanted to become a science teacher I contacted the principal and made arrangements to sit in on some classes. That fall I was hired to be a special education teacher at Morse and I enrolled in my first chemistry course at the University of Southern Maine. When my position was cut from the budget the following spring I attended school closer to full time while working on and off for LL Bean. During my time at USM I had the opportunity to work as a student researcher at Johnson Space Center in Houston. While at NASA I worked on a project with a scientist who studies moon rocks and meteorites. In December of 2005 I earned my BS in chemistry and started looking for work as a high school chemistry teacher. I landed a job at Scarborough High School the next fall and this Fall marks the 13th anniversary since I started teaching Chemistry.
My wife and I have two children, Max is ten and Oliver is seven. Having children is probably the most amazing experience I have ever had. Both of the boys are a lot of fun. Max loves to read and play with Lego bricks. Oliver just can’t stop dancing! I like to hike and camp and I like to ride my bike. I enjoy reading, especially books by Ursula K. LeGuin, Robert Heinlein, Isaac Asimov, Kurt Vonnegut, Neil Gaiman, Douglas Adams, and especially David Mitchell. I also enjoy reading about science and biographies of famous scientists. One of my favorite characters in the history of science is Richard Feynman, who was a famous physicist in the 20th century. I also love to sing.
I love learning and I love science. I’m looking forward to having a great year!
Getting to Know You

Include answers to the some or all of the following questions in your personal introduction essay.
1. Where were you born?

2. Where have you lived growing up?

3. Describe your family.

4. Describe your pets, if any.

5. What was your best achievement in school so far?

6. What is your favorite subject in school? Why?

7. Have you had a job? What job(s) have you done?

8. What’s the most amazing thing you’ve ever done?

9. Have you traveled? If so where, and what did you do?

10. What are your favorite authors/movies/TV shows?

11. What do you do in your spare time?

12. What do you want to get out of this course this year? 
